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Fish and Sphinx
By Rae Bridgman

In this rollicking fishy tale, two 
eleven-year-old cousins, Sophie 

and Wil, uncover a secret plot by the 
Serpent’s Chain — an ancient, magical 
secret society — to seize Manitoba’s 
Legislative Building (or as it is known 
in MiddleGate, the Palace of the 
Blazing Star). The children try to unlock 
the Palace’s hidden code, aided by a 

homeless woman with long whiskers 
and fishy stench who lives by the river. 
This woman, though, is none other 
than Catfysh herself, the Spirit of the 
River. Stone lions, cow skulls, bison 
and sphinxes and even a stone Medusa 
spring to life to help the children save 
the Palace of the Blazing Star.
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Amber Ambrosia
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Ten-year-old cousins Sophie and Wil 
face a long and endless summer, 

until they find out MiddleGate’s 
honeybees are falling sick. Even the 
Secretariat on the Status of Magical 
Creatures seems unable to solve the 
mystery. Fearing for Aunt Rue’s position 
at the Secretariat, Wil and Sophie 
decide to find out who — or what — is 
attacking the insects after the symbol of 
a golden bee suddenly appears on Wil’s 
black medallion.

 

The children are cast into the secret 
world of the magical honeybees of 
MiddleGate; a world where Magykalis 
honey transforms those who consume 
it and portends a future when the 
Serpent’s Chain — a secret magical 
society — returns to power.

* For readers 8–12 years old

The secret city of MiddleGate has 
been rocked by the slaughter of 

hundreds of snakes in nearby Narcisse. 
Who are the culprits? In their quest to 
solve the mystery two young sorcerers, 
Sophie and Wil, discover that Wil’s 
medallion once belonged to an ancient 
secret society. Will they be able to 
hang on to their own lives, stop the 
destruction, and uncover the truth of 
present and past?

“If it’s exquisitely told spells that you’re 
after, The Serpent’s Spell has more than 
enough for even the most discriminating 
and insatiable reader.”

—Books In Canada

* For readers 8–12 years old
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